GelStar nucleic acid gel stain: high sensitivity detection in gels.
GelStar nucleic acid gel stain can be used for sensitive fluorescent detection of both double-stranded (ds) and single-stranded (ss) DNAs, oligonucleotides and RNA in gels. The stain can be added to agarose gels at casting for immediate imaging after electrophoresis or can be used after electrophoresis with both agarose and acrylamide gels. GelStar stain is highly fluorescent only when bound to nucleic acids thus giving superior signal-to-noise ratios and obviating the need to destain the gel. The detection limits of GelStar strain are 20 pg for dsDNA, 25 pg for ssDNA and 10 ng for native or glyoxal-treated RNA.